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Call for Proposals – Workshops / Seminars / Panel Discussions
Instruction:
Please submit your proposal through this link by selecting the “Proposals for Panel Discussions / Thematic Sessions” track. Replace the sample content below with your own discussion topic details. Remember to delete all instructional or RED text before submitting, while keeping the BLACK HIGHLIGHTED text.
Panel Workshops/ Seminars/ Panel Discussion PROPOSAL (Sample)
Title:
Integration of Research into Practice: Bridging the Gap in Sustainable Building Design

Overview:
While academic research in sustainable building design continues to yield advanced innovations—ranging from low-energy system modeling to occupant-centered environmental controls—the integration of these innovations into everyday architectural and engineering practice remains inconsistent. Key challenges include misalignment between research timelines and project schedules, the need for clearer demonstration of value, and the complexities of integrating new methods within the constraints of codes and budgets.
This session explores how research findings can be more effectively translated into practice through collaboration between academia and industry, case-based experimentation, and feedback-informed design. Speakers will present AI-enabled building systems, firm-based research models, and post-occupancy evaluation (POE) practices embedded in real-world projects. The goal is to provide attendees with tools and examples that bridge the gap between theory and delivery, and to advance sustainable design outcomes that are measurable and meaningful.

🎯 Learning Objectives:
1. Understand the common barriers and solutions to integrating academic research into design practice.
2. Explore strategies for embedding post-occupancy evaluation as a performance feedback tool.
3. Identify how AI and sensor-based technologies can be applied in live building systems.
4. Learn how cross-sector collaborations accelerate the deployment of sustainable innovations.

Program Type: Panel Discussion
Length:
90 minutes 

Chair:
Alexis Carter, LEED Fellow
Vice President, Innovation Partnerships
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
Email: acarter@usgbc.org (fictional)

Biography:
Alexis Carter is Vice President of Innovation Partnerships at the U.S. Green Building Council, where she oversees strategic alliances between research institutions, design firms, and product developers to accelerate the adoption of high-performance, evidence-based strategies in green building certification systems. With a background in civil engineering and over 20 years of experience in environmental design, Alexis has led national initiatives related to operational energy benchmarking, building decarbonization, and IEQ performance integration in LEED v5. She has worked across private and public sectors and was instrumental in developing the LEED Pilot Credit Library to enable research-driven pilots in active projects. She is a frequent speaker and advisor on sustainability strategy, building performance validation, and applied innovation in architecture and construction.

🎤 Panel Speakers and Topics

1. Topic: Designing for Impact: Aligning Research with Industry Needs
Speaker: Dr. Lisa Matthews, Director of Sustainability, Perkins&Will
Biography:
Dr. Lisa Matthews is Director of Sustainability at Perkins&Will and a nationally recognized leader in evidence-based design. She has over 20 years of experience translating building science into practical design strategies and leading sustainability integration for high-profile projects in healthcare, education, and commercial sectors. Lisa holds a Ph.D. in Architecture with a focus on performance modeling and has served on AIA’s Committee on the Environment. Her role includes coordinating internal R&D efforts, guiding firmwide implementation of performance tools, and leading partnerships with academic institutions. She has written extensively on data-driven design and authored frameworks for firm-wide design validation.
Abstract:
This presentation highlights how sustainability-focused firms are adopting academic research methodologies to improve performance-based design outcomes. Dr. Matthews shares case studies from multiple building types demonstrating how research data—such as building simulation, field performance monitoring, and occupant feedback—is used to inform early-stage decisions and iterate designs. She will outline the firm’s internal knowledge-sharing protocols, research mentorship programs, and partnerships with academic institutions that support the adaptation of complex tools into simplified workflows. Key takeaways include strategies for overcoming resistance, building client trust through data narratives, and using research-informed storytelling to justify high-performance design investments.

2. Topic: Closing the Feedback Loop: Post-Occupancy Evaluation in Practice
Speaker: Jordan Reyes, Vice President, Building Performance Services, EcoMetrics Consulting
Biography:
Jordan Reyes is Vice President of Building Performance Services at EcoMetrics Consulting, a national firm specializing in environmental analytics and post-occupancy evaluation (POE). With over 15 years of experience conducting performance assessments for Fortune 500 headquarters, public buildings, and university campuses, Jordan leads cross-disciplinary teams in measuring, interpreting, and reporting on real-world building outcomes. He holds certifications in commissioning, measurement & verification (M&V), and LEED AP BD+C, and regularly collaborates with design firms and building owners to close the loop between predicted and actual performance. He also leads EcoMetrics’ POE toolkit development, which is deployed in over 200 projects nationwide.
Abstract:
This presentation focuses on how post-occupancy evaluation (POE) can be systematically embedded into project delivery to ensure that sustainable design goals translate into real-world results. Drawing on multiple project case studies, Jordan Reyes demonstrates how occupant feedback, environmental monitoring, and operational data analysis provide a continuous feedback loop to inform design refinements and support ongoing commissioning. Attendees will learn about scalable POE protocols, digital survey tools, environmental data collection methods, and the analytics used to present actionable insights to clients. Jordan also addresses how POE outcomes influence organizational policy, inform design guidelines, and feed back into certification pursuits. This session equips attendees with a replicable POE framework adaptable for projects of any scale.

3. Topic: From Lab to Field: Real-World Applications of AI-Based IEQ Systems
Speaker: Dr. Emily Chan, Assistant Professor, Stanford University
Biography:
Dr. Emily Chan is an Assistant Professor at Stanford University specializing in intelligent building systems and adaptive environmental controls. With dual expertise in machine learning and building science, she leads a research team focused on human-centered automation in the built environment. Her recent work includes deploying predictive control algorithms in university classrooms, testing user-informed lighting systems, and analyzing biofeedback as a control input. Her projects have been funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, Google X, and California Energy Commission. She is a frequent collaborator with design-build teams to implement and test research prototypes in operational buildings.
Abstract:
This session explores the process of translating AI research from controlled lab environments into operational buildings. Dr. Chan details a multi-phase project that applied deep learning and human-sensor feedback to adjust indoor lighting and thermal comfort conditions dynamically. She outlines the steps for algorithm training, model deployment, and real-time system integration in occupied spaces. Real-world outcomes—including measurable energy savings and increased occupant satisfaction—are shared along with insights on data governance, human override mechanisms, and the importance of behavioral variability modeling. The talk concludes with a reflection on the lessons learned from interdisciplinary deployment and the roadmap ahead for smarter, occupant-responsive buildings.
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